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Although the discussions are comprehensive, this book is not an exhaustive reference
work. The result ofthis organization is an extremely usable text for the clinician.
The organization and style of the 38 chapters is consistent. Most chapters have
several appropriate tables. Some chapters contain one or two representative roentgeno-
grams, although many chapters would have been enhanced by additional illustrations
and roentgenograms. There are abundant references, averaging approximately 75 per
chapter. The organization ofthe text and the liberal subheadings in each chapter make
finding the desired topic relatively easy. A thorough index is also provided.
The subtitle of this book reflects the intent to provide a practical answer to clinical
situations. The information contained in this text is clearly and succinctly presented
and would be useful to medical students and physicians with the need or desire to
understand both the intricacies of respiratory infections and the application of that
knowledge to patient management.
HAL B. JENSON
Departments ofPediatrics and Epidemiology and Public Health
and
Yale Comprehensive Cancer Center
Yale University School ofMedicine
PSYCHOPHARMACOLOGY: THE THIRD GENERATION OF PROGRESS. Edited by Herbert
Y. Meltzer. New York, Raven Press, 1987. 1,824 pp. $160.00.
The utility and desirability of Psychopharmacology: The Third Generation of
Progress is attested to by the fact that it was the first book to be stolen from our newly
established psychiatry library. This book is the third in a series, updated every decade
since 1967, from the preeminent biological psychiatry organization in the United
States, the American College of Neuropsychopharmacology (ACNP). This compre-
hensive review ofclinical neuroscience was "trimmed" to 184 chapters by 350 authors
and amounts to more than 1,800 pages.
For a book that is so large and cumbersome, relevant information on most topics in
neuroscience is surprisingly accessible. Topics are presented as clusters of individual
reviews covering specific interest areas rather than as a single comprehensive review
chapter. Thus, an experienced clinician or researcher seeking an update on a specific
topic, such as maintenance pharmacotherapy for schizophrenia, is likely to find a brief,
focused review. In contrast, readers with limited psychiatry or neuroscience back-
grounds may find that the magnitude of the text and its somewhat fragmented
presentation style make information more difficult to integrate. For example, in order
to learn about schizophrenia, the novice neuropsychiatrist must read two introductory
chapters, at least four preclinical chapters, and 24 clinical chapters from over thirty
authors. Although this mountain of information would appear to be daunting, I have
found that the chapters are quite popular as review materials among second-year
psychiatry residents.
Despite the excitement and interest that a book such as this generates, it suffers
from some flaws that are characteristic of multi-authored texts. Some parts of the
book, such as the section on neuroanatomic and neurochemical mechanisms, contain
several excellent chapters but lack a central focus or clearly apparent organization.
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ofthis problem, "animal models in psychiatry" is included in the section on "Biology of
Depression," a review of animal models is absent from the section on "Biology of
Schizophrenia," and two of the four chapters in the "Biology of Anxiety" section
review animal models. Also, the quality of the chapters varies noticeably in this book.
In contrast to many chapters written with depth and clarity, others appear sketchy or
even poorly written.
Although generally skeptical about the utility of purchasing expensive scientific
books that rapidly become outdated, I wanted to own this text in order to insure
continued access to the many useful reviews that it contains. In addition, it is one
of very few books that I recommend to psychiatry residents interested in clinical
neuroscience. Despite its flaws, Psychopharmacology: The Third Generation of
Progress is clearly an important contribution to neuroscience and psychiatry.
JOHN H. KRYSTAL
Department ofPsychiatry
Yale University School ofMedicine
ENDOCRINE, METABOLIC AND IMMUNOLOGIC FUNCTIONS OF KERATINOCYTES. Edited
by Leonard M. Milstone and Richard L. Edelson. New York, Annals ofthe New York
Academy ofSciences, Volume 548, 1988. 366 pp. No price.
The papers in this volume were presented at a conference held by the New York
Academy ofSciences on February 17-19, 1988. The major purposeofthe meeting and
of the book is to portray the status of research on keratinocytes at the time of the
meeting; in this attempt it is eminently successful. The major topics covered include
the role of the keratinocytes in biogenesis of vitamins (especially vitamin D) and
hormones, effects ofkeratinocytes on the general metabolism ofthe body, paracrine or
endocrine polypeptides produced by keratinocytes and their endocrine actions, local
autocrine effects ofthe keratinocytes, and keratinocyte activity in modulating immune
responses. Although several topics are covered by more than one paper, there is
remarkably little repetition.
The authors are all authorities in their fields, and the material presented was up to
date at the time of the meeting. The main emphasis was on the many functions of
keratinocytes in addition to their obvious role in maintaining the integrity of the skin
barrier. As an endocrinologist, I was especially attracted to the material concerned
with the ability of keratinocytes to introduce a hydroxyl on carbon one of the
25-hydroxy vitamin D3, an activity which I had previously believed was carried out
mainly by the kidney, and a preliminary discussion, with pictorial evidence, of the
possible value of 1,25-dihydroxy vitamin D3 in treating psoriasis. The status of the
parathyroid hormone-like polypeptide which is sometimes responsible for the hypercal-
cemia ofmalignancy, but which is apparently a product ofnormal keratinocytes as well
as of squamous carcinomas, was also of interest, especially since the two papers
concerned with this subject included authors from most of the important centers
working on this problem. The ability of the keratinocytes to produce a powerful sun
screen by breaking down the protein filaggrin and the feedback control which adjusts
this activity to need were extremely interesting.
Considering the rate at which experimental science advances, much ofthis material